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E K L I P S E  i s  b o t  o n l y  a  p r o j e c t  b u t  
a l s o  a  v i s i o n

To hand over this mechanism to the 
wider community once established

To build an innovative, light, 
ethical and self-sustainable EU 
support mechanism for evidence-
informed policy on biodiversity 
and ecosystem services

Ethical infrastructure Bottom-up, self 
organising process

Strong focus on 
networking



P r o j e c t  a n d  p a r t n e r s

• EKLIPSE funded as CSA in H2020: 
February 2016 – January 2020

• Ten partner institutions facilitating 
wider involvement:
• CEH
• UFZ
• RBINS
• SYKE
• ISOE
• FRB
• ESSRG
• TIAMASG
• UEA
• University of Porto

w w w . e k l i p s e - m e c h a n i s m . e u



E K L I P S E  f u n c t i o n s
1 .  K n o w l e d g e  s y n t h e s i s

K n o w l e d g e  s y n t h e s i s  
a n s w e r i n g  q u e s t i o n s  f r o m  
p o l i c y  &  s o c i e t y  t o  p r o v i d e  
e v i d e n c e  l e a d i n g  t o  b e t t e r  
i n f o r m e d  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  e . g .

• A n  i m p a c t  e v a l u a t i o n  
f r a m e w o r k  t o  s u p p o r t  p l a n n i n g  
a n d  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  n a t u r e - b a s e d  
s o l u t i o n s  p r o j e c t s  i n  u r b a n  
c o n t e x t s  ( D G  R & I ) .

• W h i c h  t y p e s  o f  u r b a n  a n d  p e r i -
u r b a n  b l u e / g r e e n  s p a c e s  h a v e  
a  s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p a c t  o n  h u m a n  
m e n t a l  h e a l t h  a n d  w e l l - b e i n g  
( F r e n c h  M i n i s t r y  o f  t h e  
E n v i r o n m e n t ) ?  



E K L I P S E  k n o w l e d g e  s y n t h e s i s  
p r o c e s s  



• EKLIPSE decision support for 
selecting knowledge synthesis 
methods

Ø Guidance notes to assist 
selection of methods

Ø Report and fact sheets on 20 
knowledge synthesis methods

E x p e r t  G r o u p  o n  K n o w l e d g e  
S y n t h e s i s  M e t h o d s

Dicks LV, Haddaway N, Hernández-Morcillo M, Mattsson B, Randall 
N, Failler P, Ferretti J, Livoreil B, Saarikoski H, Santamaria L, Rodela

R, Velizarova E, and Wittmer H. 2017. Knowledge synthesis for 
environmental decisions: an evaluation of existing methods, and 

guidance for their selection, use and development – a report from 
the EKLIPSE project.



E K L I P S E  f u n c t i o n s
2 .  R e s e a r c h  n e e d s  /  e m e r g i n g  i s s u e s

I d e n t i f y i n g  r e s e a r c h  
n e e d s  a n d  e m e r g i n g  
i s s u e s t h r o u g h  
e n g a g e m e n t  o f  s o c i e t y,  
r e s e a r c h  a n d  p o l i c y  a c t o r s  
r e l a t e d  t o  b i o d i v e r s i t y  a n d  
e c o s y s t e m  s e r v i c e s  e . g .

Ø W h a t  e v i d e n c e  i s  t h e r e  
f o r  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  
e l e c t r o m a g n e t i c  
r a d i a t i o n  o n  w i l d l i f e  a n d  
w h a t  r e s e a r c h  i s  n e e d e d  
i n  t h e  f u t u r e  ( B u g l i f e ) ?



E K L I P S E  f u n c t i o n s
3 .  S o c i e t a l  e n g a g e m e n t

E n c o u r a g i n g  s o c i e t a l  d e b a t e  
o n  a n d  e n g a g e m e n t  w i t h  
r e l e v a n t  p o l i c y  a n d  r e s e a r c h  o n  
b i o d i v e r s i t y  a n d  e c o s y s t e m  
s e r v i c e s  e . g .

Ø H o w  c a n  n a t u r e ’ s  d i v e r s e  
v a l u e s  b e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  
p o l i c y  ( C l i e n t E a r t h ) ?



E K L I P S E  f u n c t i o n s
4 .  N e t w o r k  o f  n e t w o r k s

P r o m o t i n g  t h e  
e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  c a p a c i t y  
o f  n e t w o r k s w h o s e  
k n o w l e d g e  h a s  a  k e y  
p o t e n t i a l  i m p a c t  o n  
b i o d i v e r s i t y  a n d  e c o s y s t e m  
s e r v i c e s  e . g .

Ø H o w   c a n  t h e  e c o s y s t e m  
s e r v i c e  c o n c e p t  b e  u s e d  
i n  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  
N a t u r a  2 0 0  a n d  o t h e r  
s i t e s m a n a g e d  f o r  n a t u r e  
( E u r o s i t e )  



E K L I P S E :  w o r k i n g  w i t h  r e q u e s t s  
f r o m  p o l i c y  a n d  s o c i e t y

Request from policy or society
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G l o b a l  – E u r o p e a n  r e q u e s t  f r o m  
D G  R & I

• What needs to be done to better 
integrate research and knowledge 
on biodiversity and ecosystem 
services from the global to the 
European level, and vice versa?

• Call for knowledge
– Questionnaire
– Interviews

• Workshop 1st June 2018



C a l l  f o r  k n o w l e d g e :  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  
t h e  E U …

ü A global player
ü Availability of funds (Horizon2020, 

LIFE, …)
ü Availability of data (assessments, 

trends, …)
ü Formal mechanisms (Directives) vs 

Informal mechanisms (Global 
Assessments)

ü Having a “common” research agenda 



C a l l  f o r  k n o w l e d g e :  c h a l l e n g e s …

ü There isn’t a one size fits all and there is a need for flexibility -
nature does not stick to rules

ü Some argue that data-science require an interphase in the same 
way that science-policy does

ü The EU needs to “connect” within itself before being able to have 
an effect at global level 



C a l l  f o r  k n o w l e d g e :  c h a l l e n g e s …

ü Need for improved communication on opportunities for 
researchers to engage in global processes, and on outcomes of 
political fora 

ü Capturing both scientific knowledge and institutional knowledge 
(grey literature etc.) 

ü A perception that the global scale has little additional to offer



W o r k s h o p  a i m s

• What works well, what doesn’t work so well and why in 
translating the outcomes of global science-policy processes on 
biodiversity and ecosystem services into action at the European 
scale?

• What works well, what doesn’t work so well and why in 
translating the outcomes of European science-policy processes 
on biodiversity and ecosystem services into action at the global 
scale?

• How could processes be adapted to better fit the needs at the 
EU scale?

• What are the priority knowledge or research needs that should 
be addressed at the EU scale?



T h a n k  y o u

For more information visit: 
www.eklipse-mechanism.eu

Or contact:
secretariat@eklipse-mechanism.eu

Twitter: @EKLIPSE_project


